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Grant, Ruth W, Keohane, Robert O (2005),
“Accountability and Abuses of Power in World Politics”

O Our analysis considers accountability as only one of

several ways in which power can be constrained,
examines nondemocratic accountability mechanism as
well as democratic ones

Two general models of accountability for nation-states

Participation model: those affected hold power-
wielders accountable directly through participation

Delegation model, delegating power hold power-
wielders accountable through a variety of mechanism
for judgement after the fact

2019/12/27



Terry Macdonald and Kate Macdonald (2006), "'Non-
Electoral Accountability in Global Politics: Strengthening
Democratic Control within the Global Garment Industry"

The Limitation of Electoral Accountability in Global Politics

The Prospect of Non-Electoral Accountability in Global Politics

O Ex: sustained activist campaigns to promote corporate
accountability — anti-sweatshop campaigns targeting high-profile
brands and retailers, brand-based code of conduct

O It is helpful to examine the functional elements of processes of
democratic control — redefinition of democratic control!

Transparency

Public disempowerment- mechanism for disabling public political
agents through an effective sanction imposed upon them publics
when they consider it appropriate

Terry Macdonald and Kate Macdonald (2006), '"Non-
Electoral Accountability in Global Politics: Strengthening
Democratic Control within the Global Garment Industry"

A Transparent Public Role Delineation

O Identification of major retailers and brands in consuming countries as
actors wielding direct power over workers in developing countries

O The requirement that access to information about the process and
outcomes of decision-making should be available to stakeholders at an
accessible cost

O Possible direct conflict with principles of “proprietary” - Companies can
be required to release to relevant public bodies “privileged and
confidential” business information with implications for public decision-
making, while information remains protected from wider public release
subject to some kind of public interest test

Instituting Public Disempowerment in the Global Garment industry
O A Delegitimization through Public Signaling of Stakeholder Preferences

O A strategy known as “international solidarity campaigns” — an example of
how networks of activists can communicate complaints from the factory
level to the diverse sites of decision-making within global supply chains 4
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